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The soils are gravelly, stony, and sandy, with the usual loams in
bottoms; the surface of the south of the taluk is largely composed of lime-
stone more or less agglomerated, as especially in the west. Buchanan
specially remarks on the immense fields of calcareous tufa which "in
some places cover the surface of the ground in continued masses." The
calcareous strata are often many feet thick and " involve small masses of
quartz and other stones " which they probably gathered in rolling over
the surface while soft and fluid.

The lime and salts in the soil greatly aid well cultivation, especially
that of tobacco; saltpetre and earth salt used to be regularly prepared,
but are now less frequent. There is no black cotton soil in this taluk.
The soil is generally poor in appearance and of low productive power to
judge by the crops over a series of years. For classification of soils and
assessment, see " Eevenue Settlement."

The density of the population is 233 per square mile; the occupied
area per unit is no less than 2*39 acres as against a district average
of 1*55 and an Erode average of 1'52, This is due to the great area,
moderate population, and moderate assessment, which allows large areas
of poor land to be held for grazing the numerous cattle.

A peculiarity of this taluk is the immense inam area; all temples
have land allotments instead of money payments as in the northern
division, and hence one reason for the large area; the Madura Gov-
ernment was also more liberal in such grants than the Mysore
Government, especially the Mussulman, which had a greater hold of
the northern taluks.

The aquamarine was largely found at Padiyur or Pattalai near
Kdngyam in the beginning of the century, but it is said that the mine
is exhausted. Corundum is found near Eldngyam and quartz crystals
limpid or amethystine; iron is not now made as formerly. There are no
natural forests or jungles in or near this taluk, which is singularly poor
in trees, except palmyras and the commonest jungle timber; nor is it so
well hedged as Erode and Karur; in the tracts about Dhdrdpuram
hedging is rare and the formation of jungles will be expensive and
difficult. Hedges and belts of trees would be peculiarly useful in this
wind-swept tract; lands are now being reserved for jungles, and there
were nurseries of fruit and timber trees at Kdngyam and Dhdripuram,
from*which were distributed thousands of froit seedlings.

Wild animals are practically nil\ there are a few antelope near
Dhdr&puram, and hares, quail, and partridge are fairly abundant.

The domestic breeds are more noteworthy than those of the ordinary
taluks, the Kdngyam breed of cattle and ponies being widely known*
The quality and renown of the breeds are attributed (1) to the extent
and quality of the pastures, (2) to the presence of heads of the Vellala
caste (pattagdrs), who use their very considerable wealth in cattle-breed-
ing. The P41aiyakottai pattagdr (vide " Goundans "} has large herds of
cattle and ponies, the best of which axe exported. These ponies were